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Martin Floch, M.D. Joins Digestive Disease Section

Dr. Floch joins the Digestive Disease Section as 
Director of Ambulatory Gastrointestinal Services.  
His clinical efforts will focus on outpatient gas-
troenterology consultation, directing the “Fellows 
Outpatient Clinic”, and consultation for GI patients 

at the Yale Health Plan.  
He is Clinical Professor 
of Medicine and brings 
his extensive clini-
cal experience to Yale.  
He sees patients with 
luminal gastroenterol-
ogy problems and has a 
special interest in diver-
ticular disease, inflam-
matory bowel disease, 
irritable bowel syn-
drome, malabsorption, 

and nutrition problems.

Dr. Floch also has expertise in capsule endoscopy 
and he will be working to develop this program here 
as well. Dr. Floch is editor of the Journal of Clinical 
Gastroenterology and has just published “Netter’s 
Gastroenterology,” a textbook that uses exclusively 
Netter illustrations and includes new narratives.  The 
book covers the entire field of digestive diseases, 
including gastroenterology, hepatology and nutrition.  
He previously wrote and published a book entitled 
“Nutrition and Diet Therapy in Gastroenterology.” Dr. 
Floch was formerly Chairman of Medicine at Norwalk 
Hospital and the founding Chief of Gastroenterology 
there. He is a Master of the American College of 
Gastroenterology, and is also active in the AGA, 
ASGE, ASCN, and ASPEN.  His research interests 
include diverticular disease and diverticulitis.

The American Academy of Allergy, Asthma & 
Immunology has named Jack Elias, M.D. as the 
recipient of the 2006 Sheldon C. Siegel Lectureship.  
This Honorary AAAAI lectureship was presented to 
Dr. Elias in recognition of outstanding service to the 
specialty and science of allergy and immunology.  A 
presentation will be held before his lecture at the State-
of-the-Art Session scheduled for Saturday, March 4th 

Jack Elias, M.D. Receives Siegel Lectureship

in Miami Beach, Florida.  
This is the twelfth year of the 
Siegel lectureship.  Dr. Elias 
is a Waldemar Von Zedtwitz 
Professor of Medicine and 
Section Chief of Pulmonary 
& Critical Care.
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American Society for Clinical Pharmacology and 
Therapeutics (ASCPT) has selected Margaret 
Pisani, M.D., MPH, Assistant Professor, Section of 
Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine to receive 
its 2006 William B. Abrams Award in Geriatric 
Clinical Pharmacology.  The award will be pre-
sented on Wednesday, March 8, 2006, during the 
ASCPT annual meeting in Baltimore, Maryland.

Dr. Pisani earned her MD at Temple University School 
of Medicine and her MPH at Yale University.  She is 
currently an Assistant Professor of Medicine at Yale 
University School of Medicine.  Pisani is also an 
Attending Physician at Yale-New Haven Hospital and 
Veterans Administration Medical Center in Connecticut.

Dr. Pisani has made great contributions to the field of 
Geriatric Clinical Pharmacology, specifically psycho-
active drug use in older ICU patients and the interac-
tion between preexisting cognitive impairment, drugs 
and adverse outcomes.

Dr. Pisani has received an assortment of awards, hon-
ors, and grants from a variety or organizations such 
as, the CHEST Foundation Young Investigator Award, 
The ASP/Chest Foundation Geriatric Development 
Research Award, Merck/AFAR Junior Investigator 
Award in Geriatric Clinical Pharmacology, Yale 

Margaret Pisani, M.D. to Receive Award in Geriatric 
Clinical Pharmacology

Pepper Center Early Career Development Award 
and an NIH K23 Career development award. 

The William B. Abrams Award in Geriatric Clinical 
Pharmacology honors young investigators in the 
field of geriatric clinical pharmacology for mak-
ing outstanding contributions to the field.  The 
award was established by Dr. William B. Abrams 
with support from the Merck Company Foundation.  
Abrams was president of ASCPT during 1975-76 
and had an illustrious career in the pharmaceutical 
industry, primarily at Merck Research Laboratories.

Members of the American Society for Clinical 
Pharmacology and Therapeutics are leading the devel-
opment of new drugs and 
defining best practices 
for drug usage.  They 
evaluate patient responses 
to pharmaceuticals and 
use this information to 
improve the delivery 
of effective drug thera-
pies.  Headquartered in 
Alexandria, VA, ASCPT 
was founded in 1900 and 
has 2,000 members world-
wide.

Participate in Medical Library Focus Groups

The Cushing/Whitney Medical Library is very inter-
ested in discovering how selected resources are used 
to answer clinical questions. We invite you to join 
one of several focus groups we will be conducting in 
the upcoming weeks. Focus group sessions are one 
and a half hours in length. These small groups of up 
to 10 participants will be moderated by members of 
the library staff and a light supper will be provided. 

A large and growing number of electronic clinical 
resources are targeted at health care practitioners 

and students. While these resources vary in format, 
comprehensiveness and emphasis, they are gener-
ally similar in allowing rapid lookup of background 
information, diagnostic criteria and treatment 
guidelines for a wide range of diseases and condi-
tions. Some of the “clinical support tools” you may 
be familiar with include Clinical Evidence, PIER, 
eMedicine, the Cochrane Library and UpToDate. 
The information gained in these focus groups will 
help us to decide which new products to acquire 
and which current products to continue purchasing. 
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Medical Grand Rounds

Grand Rounds begins at 8:30 a.m. in the Fitkin Amphitheatre.

March 2, 2006 “Tsunami aYear Later:  Lessons Learned”
A. Harsha De Silva, M.D., Director, Private Health Sector
Ministry of Health, Sri Lanka
Sherwin Nuland, M.D.
Clinical Professor of Surgery Gastroenterology & Author

March 9, 2006 8th Annual Richard D. Frisbee III Lectureship:
“Use of Antibody Against HER-2 in Treatment of Breast Cancer”
Edith Perez, M.D., Professor of Medicine
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine

March 16, 2006 2006 Samuel D. Kushlan Lecture:
“Endoscopic Treatments of GERD” 
Glen Lehman, M.D., Professor of Medicine & Radiology
Division of Gastroenterology & Hepatology
Indiana University Medical Center

March 23, 2006 “A 59 Year Old Man with Aspiration, Pneumonia, Sepsis and 
Down’s Syndrome”
David Podell, M.D., Ph.D., Clinical Professor of Medicine
Director, Department of Medicine, Waterbury Hospital

March 30, 2006 “Title to be Announced”
2006 John P. Peters Visiting Professor
Wylie Vale, M.D.
Salk Institute, CA

Two focus group sessions have been sched-
uled for Yale Clinical Faculty and House Staff: 
- Thursday, March 16 from 5:30pm   7:00pm AND 
- Wednesday, March 29 from 5:30pm   7:00pm 
Location: Medical Library Large Conference Room 

If you are interested in participating in the session, 
please follow this link and complete the online interest 

form by Monday, March 6   http://www.med.yale.edu/
library/focusgroups/ysmfaculty.html
 
We value your input and hope you will consider join-
ing us.
 
R. Kenny Marone
Director, Cushing/Whitney Medical Library
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Special Lectures

Thursday, March 2 - Beaumont Room – 5:00PM
SRI LANKA AND THE TSUNAMI - THEN AND NOW
Amal Harsha De Silva, MBBS, MSc, DLSHTM
Director, Private Health Sector Development of the Ministry of Health
Sri Lanka

Monday, March 6 - Fitkin Amphitheater – 12:00PM
INTERNAL MEDICINE FACULTY MEETING
Lunch will be served.

Thursday, March 9 – The Anlyan Center – 5:00PM
INTENSIVE CARE: THE ART OF POETRY AND NURSING
Cortney Davis, NP, MA, Woman’s OB-Gyn
Danbury, CT

Monday, March 27th

“HOW TO WRITE A GOOD PAPER”
Barry Zaret, M.D.
Robert W Berliner Professor of Medicine 
(Cardiology) and Diagnostic Radiology

Monday, April 24th

“HOW TO GIVE A GREAT TALK”
William Rando
Director, McDougal Graduate Teaching Center 
Graduate School

Faculty Development Series Upcoming Schedule

Monday, May 22nd

“NIH PEER REVIEW SYSTEM”
Joseph Craft, M.D.
Professor of Medicine, Section Chief Rheumatology

Monday, June 26th

“USING EVIDENCE-BASED INFORMATION 
RESOURCES IN CLINICAL PRACTICE AND 
TEACHING”
Michael Green, M.D., Associate Professor of 
Medicine, Section of General Medicine
Mark Gentry, Department of Internal Medicine’s 
Library Liaison

All presentations begin at NOON and lunch is served:
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Special Lectures (continued)

Thursday, March 23 - Beaumont Room – 5:00PM
EXPERIENCING NATURE IN HUMAN HEALTH AND HEALING
Stephen Kellert, PhD, Tweedy/Ordway Professor of Social Ecology
Co-Director of the Hixon Center for Urban Ecology
Yale School of Forestry

Monday, March 20 – Fitkin Amphitheater – 12:00PM
Biomedical Research Seminar
TYPE 2 DIABETES - LESSONS LEARNED FROM KNOCKOUT 
MICE AND PATIENT STUDIES
Gerald Shulman, M.D., Professor of Medicine (Endocrinology)
Investigator, Howard Hughes Medical Institute
Professor of Medicine, Cellular & Molecular Physiology
Lunch will be served.

Monday, March 27 – TAC N203 – 12:00PM
Faculty Development Series
HOW TO WRITE A GOOD PAPER
Barry Zaret, M.D.
Robert W Berliner Professor of Medicine (Cardiology) and Diagnostic 
Radiology
Lunch will be served.
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