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tiny spinning needle … a compass that 
is our heart.”

Commencement awards
This year’s Bohmfalk Prizes for excel-
lence in teaching went to Michael L. 
Schwartz, ph.d., associate professor of 
neurobiology, for basic science; and to 
Frederick D. Haeseler, m.d., associate 
clinical professor of internal medicine 
and director of primary care clerkships, 
for clinical science.

Grace Y. Jenq, m.d., assistant profes-
sor of medicine (geriatrics), received 
the Leonard Tow Humanism in Medi-
cine Award. The Leah M. Lowenstein 
Award went to Laura R. Ment, m.d., 
associate dean for admissions and 
financial aid and professor of pediat-
rics and neurology.

The Alvan R. Feinstein Award went 
to Robert M. Rohrbaugh, m.d., associate 
professor of psychiatry. Karen J. Jubanyik, 
m.d., assistant professor of surgery (emer-
gency medicine), received the Francis 
Gilman Blake Award. The Betsy Winters 
House Staff Award went to Joshua 
Silverstein, m.d.

The Class of 2009 donated its 
class gift to the Mila Rainof Memorial 
Fund, to help those “who choose the 
same path we have chosen,” according 
to the class presidents. 

—Ayelet Amittay

t o p le f t   In March, Heather Wachtel celebrat-
ed her match to a general surgery residency at 
the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. 

t o p r i ght  Medical student Aimee Two 
explained her neurobiology poster at Student 
Research Day in June. She was one of 70 
students who presented posters on research 
in laboratory science, clinical findings, medical 
humanities, and international health.

abov e  Ongoing renovations caused Student 
Research Day to move from its traditional home 
in the Jane Ellen Hope Building to The Anlyan 
Center this year.

Online Extra
A complete Commencement 
photo gallery can be found at 
yalemedicine.yale.edu.

Online Extra
Visit the Online Extra section of Yale Medicine’s 
website at yalemedicine.yale.edu to access 
more photographs and full coverage of stu-
dent events, including Match Day and Student 
Research Day.
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Patricia Nez Henderson, the first female  
American Indian graduate of the Yale School of 
Medicine, combines science and the spiritual  
in her practice of medicine.

A Navajo doctor tends  
to the spirit and body
Patricia Nez Henderson integrates a 
concept of balance and harmony into 
her thinking about medicine.

When Patricia Nez Henderson, m.p.h. ’94,  
m.d. ’00, was a child in rural Arizona, 
her grandfather would come to her house 
early in the morning and splash water 
on her and her siblings. “Get up! Get up! 
Go run and meet the rising sun,” he told 
them in Navajo. “If you sleep too much, 
you’re going to be left behind, and the 
morning gods are ready to bless you.” 
The children would jump out of bed and 
run toward the glow in the east.

From growing up in a Navajo-speaking 
community without electricity or run-
ning water to completing medical 
school as Yale’s first female American 
Indian graduate, Nez Henderson’s was 
a remarkable journey. Her interest in 
medicine began early, influenced by her 

grandfather—a medicine man—and 
other traditional healers in her family. 
Most of her relatives worked as shep-
herds, and she recalls listening to lambs’ 
hearts with a stethoscope her mother 
had bought her. “I’d come home smell-
ing like manure,” she said. “My mother 
says that’s when she first realized I’d go 
into medicine.”

Nez Henderson earned her m.p.h. 
at the School of Public Health in 1994 
after earning a degree in biochemistry 
at the University of Arizona. Then it was 
on to medical school. 

It was there that culture shock took 
hold. Having grown up among healers  
who took patients’ spiritual as well 
as physical health into account, Nez 
Henderson felt miserable at an allopathic 
school. “My heart was dissected from 
my head,” she said. “I felt it immediately 
upon getting into med school, and there 
were no other Native students there, 
so it was hard to explain to students or 
even my professors what I was going 
through.” One day a faculty member 
made a thoughtless comment about her  
imperfect command of English. It dev-
astated her. At that moment, she said, 
she understood why so many American 
Indian students leave school. “All I saw 
was a room full of men in white jackets, 
predominantly white, and I just began to 
cry, [thinking] ‘I don’t belong here.’ ”

Shortly afterward, Peterson Zah, a 
former president of the Navajo Nation, 
came to speak at Yale. Before his speech, 
Nez Henderson met with him privately 
and told him what had happened. Later, 
as he addressed the crowd, he turned 
directly to her and spoke words of en-
couragement in Navajo, whereupon she 
decided to stay at Yale. 

After earning her m.d., along with 
an award in her name given to recog-
nize a graduate committed to improv-
ing health among American Indians, 
Nez Henderson went to Colorado. Her  
sense that allopathic medicine is in-
sufficient—as well as the frustration 
among physicians she had witnessed 
during clinical rotations at underfunded 
Indian Health Service sites—had 

convinced her to pursue public health 
research. She joined the faculty of the 
University of Colorado Health Sciences 
Center’s Native Elder Research Center 
for a two-year program that trains Native 
health professionals for research careers. 
Funded by grants from the National 
Institutes of Health, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, and the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, she 
began to study tobacco control and pre-
vention among American Indians, an 
interest that continues today.

Tobacco has long been sacred to 
Native communities, but its abuse leads 
to disproportionately severe health con-
sequences for them. Nez Henderson 
studies American Indians’ reactions 
to nicotine, which may have genetic 
underpinnings. She has also designed 
Web-based interventions and smoking 
cessation classes that incorporate tribal 
practices like prayers, visits to sweat 
lodges, and fasting, and that emphasize 
the sacredness of life. “Navajo tribes use 
a word, hozho, which means ‘in balance’ 
or ‘it’s beautiful.’ There’s that harmony,” 
she said. “Anything that impacts hozho 
and makes it go out of balance, we know 
that’s toxic, like cigarettes. … It’s a more 
holistic approach. Instead of just tell-
ing a person to do these things that are 
backed by evidence, you combine it with 
things that are spiritual.”

Nez Henderson lives in South Dakota 
with her husband Jeffrey A. Henderson, 
m.p.h., m.d., an internist who is Lakota 
Sioux, and their daughter, Zahlanii, 7, 
and son, Mato, 5. They head the Black 
Hills Center for American Indian Health 
in Rapid City. In addition to her research, 
Nez Henderson works with tribal leaders 
to effect tobacco policy changes within 
the Indian nations. “With sovereignty 
comes responsibility,” she said. “A lot of 
tribes are looking at ways to bring eco-
nomic development into their communi-
ties, but if they put health first, all that 
they’re looking for will come next.

“I work all the way from prevention 
to cessation to policy,” she said. “I abso-
lutely love what I do.”

—Jenny Blair
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alumni tour smilow cancer hospital
During this year’s reunion, about a dozen alumni 
toured Smilow Cancer Hospital, which is sched-
uled to open in October. From the ground floor, 
the group took elevators to the upper floors 
for views of still-unfinished offices and suites, 
with grand views of New Haven. The tour also 
took in new operating rooms—where all cancer 
surgery at Yale-New Haven Hospital will take 
place—and infusion suites. The 14-story facility 
will contain nearly 500,000 square feet and will 
include 112 inpatient beds, outpatient treatment 
rooms, expanded operating rooms, infusion 
suites, diagnostic imaging services, and floors 
for diagnostic and therapeutic radiology.

and serving as national president of the 
Society of Head and Neck Surgeons, 
which became the American Head 
and Neck Society in 1998. Charlotte 
Newsom Shedd, m.n., r.n. ’46, who 
passed away two years ago at the age of 
84, co-founded Hospice Buffalo, often 
working from the dining room table 
while caring for her aging mother and 
the youngest of the four Shedd children. 
She traveled around the country as an 
early pioneer of the hospice movement 
at the national level. 

Both Shedds had high levels of energy.  
Now professor emeritus at suny Buffalo,  
Shedd still attends weekly tumor board 
meetings. He also maintains a database 
of head and neck operations at the  
cancer institute, where he was chief of 
head and neck surgery for 29 years.  
In 2007, the department published his 
fifth book, a history of head and neck 
surgery at Roswell. Shedd is also the 
author of Historical Landmarks in Head 
and Neck Cancer Surgery and The Early 
History of Hospice Buffalo. 

“You become conscious of a decrease 
in energy in your mid-80s,” said the 
surgeon, who gave up windsurfing on 
Lake Erie around age 75. But he still 
plays tennis and maintains a regular 
exercise schedule. He has helped build 

houses for Habitat for Humanity and 
is an active member of the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Buffalo, where 
he moderates a discussion group, serves 
on committees, and participates in a 
monthly book club.

Shedd earned his bachelor’s degree 
at Yale and began his study of medi-
cine in an accelerated program during 

At 86, head and neck surgeon 
still contributes to medicine and  
hospice cause he helped found

One medical school memory that Donald 
P. Shedd, m.d. ’46, hs ’53, holds dear 
is of the day he walked into the “croup 
room” at Grace-New Haven Community 
Hospital and peered through the mist 
that was then used to treat children with 
the characteristic barking cough. There 
he caught his first glimpse of his future 
wife, a Yale nursing student named 
Charlotte Newsom. “You can imagine 
how glamorous a woman looks in a 
steam room,” he said. She turned out 
to be lovely, a gifted pianist who played 
Chopin beautifully. They married and 
launched two brilliant careers.

Shedd, now 86, ended up joining the 
Yale faculty, later became chief of head 
and neck surgery at the Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute in Buffalo, New York, 

Online Extra
Visit the Online Extra section of Yale  
Medicine’s website at yalemedicine.yale.edu 
to access more photographs and full coverage 
of this year’s reunion events.
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Donald Shedd, a head and neck surgeon in 
Buffalo, N.Y., was an early supporter of the 
hospice movement in this country, as was his 
wife, Charlotte.
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World War II, when faculty members 
were leaving to serve in the military 
and medical students were hired to 
deliver emergency anesthesia at night. 
During his 14 years on the Yale faculty, 
he became increasingly interested in the 
care of head and neck cancer patients. 
He moved to Roswell Park in 1967. “The 
job offer in Buffalo was an excellent 
one,” Shedd said. “It was one of the best 
positions in the field in the country.” 

Shedd describes himself as “a mod-
est contributor” to head and neck sur-
gery during what he calls “a fascinating 
period” of advances in medicine. “I’d say 
there have been modest gains in head 
and neck cancer survival and major 
gains in quality of life, both cosmetically 
and functionally,” he said. “One of my 
contributions to care at Roswell Park 
was the incorporation of the use of the 
surgical microscope in endoscopic diag-
nosis. It made diagnosis more precise,” 
he said. As a faculty member at Yale, he 
conducted radiographic studies of swal-
lowing in inpatients after head and neck 
surgery. “I did some work at Roswell in 
surgical approaches to speech rehabilita-
tion after laryngectomy,” he said.

In addition to his clinical work and 
research, Shedd helped train fellows 
and residents who began their careers at 
Roswell Park. He was involved in medi-
cal service in Peru and Nicaragua, as well 
as short surveys of oral cancer research in 
India, Pakistan, and Ceylon (now called 
Sri Lanka). He also held a visiting profes-
sorship in South Africa.

While his own career was demanding 
enough, Shedd shared his wife’s pas-
sion for hospice care. The contemporary 
American hospice movement began in 
New Haven when the Shedds and others 
attended a talk at Yale by Dame Cicely 

Saunders, the Englishwoman regarded as 
the founder of the modern hospice move-
ment. “We kept talking about it after 
we came to Buffalo. We realized there 
was a need for such a facility here, so 
we formed a founding committee, then 
Charlotte took the initiative,” he said. The 
couple also collaborated on a survey of 
the final period of life in 60 head and 
neck cancer patients. Charlotte received 
a distinguished alumna award from the 
School of Nursing in 1992.  

Shedd said the support he and his 
wife provided each other throughout 
their careers and retirement was crucial. 
He considers it a privilege to have been 
able to care for Charlotte at home during 
her encounter with Alzheimer disease. 
She spent her final day in the hospice 
inpatient unit she had helped to establish.

“Joseph Campbell said something 
about following your bliss,” Shedd said, 
referring to the scholar who wrote 
about the power of mythology to explain 
human experience. “I think I have been 
able to do that.”

—Kathy Katella

alumni faces

Familiar Faces
Do you have a colleague who is making  
a difference in medicine or has followed 
an unusual path since leaving Yale? We’d 
like to hear about alumni of the School of 
Medicine, Physician Associate Program, 
and the medical school’s doctoral, fellow-
ship, and residency programs. Drop us a 
line at ymm@yale.edu or write to Faces, 
Yale Medicine, 300 George Street, Suite 
773, New Haven, CT 06511.

2009-2010

Association of Yale 
Alumni in Medicine

officers

Harold Bornstein Jr., m.d. ’53, hs ’56
President

Christine A. Walsh, m.d. ’73 
Vice President

Jennifer M. Blair, m.d. ’04 
Secretary

Jocelyn S. Malkin, m.d. ’52, hs ’54, fw ’60
Past President

executive committee

Carol J. Amick, m.d. ’59 
Douglas A. Berv, m.d. ’74 
Sharon L. Bonney, m.d. ’76 
Catherine Chiles, m.d., hs ’84
Arthur C. Crovatto, m.d. ’54, hs ’61 
Susan Ryu Gaynon, m.d. ’76 
Robert W. Lyons, m.d. ’64, hs ’68 
Ellen B. Milstone, m.d. ’69, hs ’70 
Jane E. Minturn, m.d./ph.d. ’96 
Herbert S. Sacks, m.d., hs ’53

ex officio 

Robert J. Alpern, m.d.
Dean and Ensign Professor of Medicine

Jancy L. Houck, m.a.
Director of Medical Development

Michael B. Tom, m.d. ’83 
Chair, Medical School Alumni Fund

Samuel D. Kushlan, m.d. ’35, hs ’37 
YSM Bequest and Endowment Officer 

representatives to the �
association of yale alumni

Irwin M. Braverman, m.d. ’55, hs ’59, fw ’62
Francis R. Coughlin Jr., m.d. ’52
Louis R.M. Del Guercio, m.d. ’53
Richard D. Kayne, m.d. ’76, hs ’79
Douglas M. Housman, m.d. ’05
Donald E. Moore, m.d. ’80, m.p.h. ’81 
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WANTE D :  IM AGES OF YESTE RYE AR
In preparation for the School of Medicine’s Bicentennial in 2010, Yale Medicine is 
seeking archival photographs, motion pictures, videos, and sound recordings 
depicting the history of the school and its students, faculty, and alumni. 

Areas of interest include medical education, student life, medical 
practice, and scientific research. Please let us know if you have materials that 
could be borrowed or duplicated. All formats are acceptable, including photo-
graphic prints, slides, digital files, film and 
tape reels, and cassettes. Write to us at 
ymm@yale.edu [subject line: Bicentennial 
images] or via U.S. mail to Bicentennial 
Images, Yale Medicine, 300 George Street, 
Suite 773, New Haven, CT 06511. To join the 
Bicentennial news and events mailing list, 
visit medicine.yale.edu/alumni.

Richard LambAaron Beck Gualberto 
Ruaño

Jiyon LeeAnthony Proto Eduardo  
Alfonso

1940s

Aaron T. Beck, m.d. ’46, received 
the 2009 Award for Extraordi-
nary Accomplishment in Medical 
Research from the Robert J. and 
Claire Pasarow Foundation in May. 
The $50,000 award is one of three 
given each year for basic or clinical 
research in cancer, cardiovascular 
disease, and neuropsychiatry. Beck, 
the University Professor Emeritus 
of Psychiatry at the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine, 
is a member of the Institute of 
Medicine and the National Acad-
emy of Sciences.

1950s

Richard Lamb, m.d. ’54, received 
the 2009 Distinguished Service 
Award from the American Psychi-
atric Association. The award honors 
individuals and organizations that 
have contributed meritorious 
service to American psychiatry.

1970s

Katherine Benesch, m.d. ’70, j.d., 
a partner in the health law prac-
tice group at the Princeton, N.J., 
office of Duane Morris llp, was 
appointed to the American Arbi-
tration Association (aaa) Health 
Care Advisory Council in March. 
The council is a national group 
appointed by the aaa to develop 
dispute resolution solutions for 
the health care industry.  

Anthony V. Proto, m.d. ’71, was 
awarded the 2008 Gold Medal of 
the Radiological Society of North 
America (rsna) for his contri-
butions to radiology. The Gold 
Medal requires the unanimous 
approval of the rsna board of 
directors. Proto, who recently 
completed more than 10 years as 
editor of the journal Radiology, 

is a professor of radiology at Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University 
Medical Center.

1980s

Eduardo C. Alfonso, m.d. ’80, the 
Edward W.D. Norton Professor of 
Ophthalmology, was named chair 
of Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, 
the Department of Ophthalmol-
ogy of the University of Miami 
Miller School of Medicine, in June. 
A 1984 graduate of the institute’s 
residency program, Alfonso has 
been on the faculty since 1986. He 
is known for his clinical expertise 
in diseases and surgery of the 
cornea and in ocular microbiology 
and laser vision correction.

1990s

Matthew B. Klein, m.d. ’97, has 
been named the David and Nancy 
Auth-Washington Research 
Foundation Endowed Chair for 

Restorative Burn Surgery at the 
University of Washington. Klein 
is associate professor of plastic 
surgery, associate director of the 
University of Washington Burn 
Center, and director of the plastic 
surgery residency program.

Jiyon Lee, m.d. ’96, assistant pro-
fessor of radiology (breast imag-
ing) at New York University (nyu) 
School of Medicine, was honored 
at the American Cancer Society’s 
(acs) Diamond Luncheon in May 
for her volunteer work with the 
acs in Westchester County, N.Y. 
Lee has been serving as medical 
director and a member of the 
board of advisors for the past five 
years. She is a mammographer 
at the nyu Clinical Cancer Center 
and at Bellevue Hospital Center 
in New York City.

Gualberto Ruaño, ph.d. ’92,  
m.d. ’97, was inducted into the 
American Institute for Medical 

and Biological Engineering’s 
College of Fellows in April at a 
ceremony in Washington, D.C.,  
at the National Academy of 
Sciences. Recipients of this 
honor are chosen for exceptional 
leadership and achievements in 
medical and biological engineer-
ing. Ruaño is president and chief 
executive officer of Genomas 
Inc., a biomedical company based 
in Hartford, Conn.; director of 
genetics research at Hartford 
Hospital; and adjunct profes-
sor in the medical faculties of 
George Washington University 
and the University of Puerto Rico. 

send alumni news to
Claire M. Bessinger, Yale Medicine,
300 George Street, Suite 773, 
New Haven, CT 06511, or via e-mail 
to claire.bessinger@yale.edu

visit us on the web
yalemedicine.yale.edu
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in memoriam

John R. Brobeck, ph.d., m.d. ’43, 
died of pneumonia on March 6 
at a retirement community in 
Media, Pa. He was 94. Brobeck 
served on the Yale faculty 
from 1942 until 1952. Brobeck 
then chaired the physiology 
department at the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine 
from 1952 until 1973 and for 10 
years served as assistant to the 
vice president for health affairs. 
He was elected to the National 
Academy of Sciences in 1975.

Seth D. Charney, m.d. ’69, died 
at his home in San Francisco on 
March 8. He was 64. Charney 
served as a student editor of the 
Journal of the History of Medicine 
during his years at Yale. He prac-
ticed psychiatry in San Francisco, 
owned real estate throughout 
California, and was a lifetime 
champion of human rights causes. 

Edwin L. Child, m.d. ’56, died on 
February 14 of brain cancer at his 
home in Manchester, N.H. He 
was 78. Child was an obstetrician/
gynecologist who delivered thou-
sands of babies during his career 
and made medical mission trips 
to Liberia, Jamaica, and Kenya. 

William F. Collins Jr., m.d. ’47, 
the Harvey and Kate Cushing 
Professor Emeritus of Neurosur-
gery and former chair of surgery, 
died on June 17 in San Diego. He 
was 85. Collins accepted the 
position of professor and chief 
of neurosurgery at Yale in 1967. 
In 1970, he was appointed the 
Harvey and Kate Cushing Profes-
sor of Surgery. He remained chief 
of neurosurgery at the medical 
school and neurosurgeon in chief 
at Yale-New Haven Hospital until 
1984, when he was appointed 
chair of the Department of 
Surgery. He retired as chair in July 
of 1993 and assumed emeritus 
status in the Department of 
Surgery on July 1, 1994. 

Lycurgus M. (Bill) Davey, m.d. ’43, 
died on June 15 in New Haven 
as a result of injuries from a fall. 
He was 91. Davey was a clinical 
professor of neurosurgery who 
devoted much of his career to 

clinical teaching and the training 
of Yale neurosurgical residents. 
He served as president of the 
Association of Yale Alumni in 
Medicine from 1995 to 1997. He 
read five languages and drew 
on his classical education as he 
explored and wrote about the 
history of medicine, includ-
ing an article about the Greek 
inscription above the entrance to 
Sterling Hall of Medicine. He was 
an active consultant and clinical 
professor in the Department of 
Neurosurgery at Yale from 1951 
to the present. His recent awards 
include the Distinguished Alumni 
Service Award in 1997 and the 
Peter Parker Medal in 2003 
for outstanding service to the 
School of Medicine. 

William K. Frankenburg, m.d., 
m.s.p.h., fw ’63, an internation-
ally recognized pioneer in child 
development and pediatric 
preventive medicine, died on 
April  3 of acute myeloid leuke-
mia at his home on Bainbridge 
Island, Wash. He was 78. In 1967, 
Frankenburg and his colleague 
at the University of Colorado, Jo-
siah Dodds, ph.d., published the 
Denver Developmental Screen-
ing Test, known as the Denver II, 
which has been used to screen 
millions of children around the 
world for developmental delays. 

Stuart L. Joslin, m.d. ’43, died on 
January 25 after a short illness in 
North Adams, Mass. He was 93. 
Joslin was one of the founding 
directors of the Mid-Fairfield 
Child Guidance Center and chair 
of the Well Baby Clinic, both in 
Connecticut, where he practiced 
pediatrics until his retirement 
in 1991.

Alan D. Lieberson, j.d., m.d. ’62, 
died at his home in Westport, 
Conn., on February 10. He was 71. 
Lieberson used his knowledge of 
law and medicine to tackle such 
medical questions as eutha-
nasia, living wills, and health 
care rationalization. He was a 
partner at Internal Medicine of 
Westport for 15 years and served 
on the medical ethics commit-
tee of Norwalk Hospital.

Daniel L. Macken, med ’59, m.d., 
died on March 1 in New York City. 
He was 75. Macken served as a 
lieutenant colonel in the Army 
Medical Corps during the Viet-
nam War. He was honored by the 
United States and the Republic of 
South Vietnam for his wartime 
medical service. At Columbia 
University he founded the Medica 
Foundation to support medical 
research and activity.

Henry E. Markley, m.d. ’43, died 
on February 26 in Greenwich, 
Conn. He was 90. Markley 
practiced medicine in Greenwich 
from 1950 until 1979, and in 1955 
launched Greenwich Hospital’s 
Home Care Program for the eld-
erly, sick, people with disabilities, 
and children with special needs.

Robert W. Ollayos, m.d. ’41, died 
on February 23 in a nursing facil-
ity near St. Louis of complications 
of Alzheimer disease. He was 
92. Ollayos, a flight surgeon in 
the Army Air Corps during World 
War II, conducted research that 
contributed to the development 
of lifesaving equipment for 
babies born with Rh-blood type 
incompatibility. 

Vincent Pepe, m.d. ’46, hs ’52, an 
obstetrician-gynecologist who 
delivered more than 10,000 
babies during 60 years in private 
practice, died on June 20 of con-
gestive heart failure in Meriden, 
Conn. He was 87.

Pepe, a native of New Haven, 
began his practice in the Meriden-
Wallingford area in 1952. In the 
1950s, he helped to forge the use 
of prenatal folic acid to prevent 
birth defects and later helped 
to pioneer work in urological 
gynecology. He also helped to 
advance surgical treatments for 
urinary incontinence for women 
as well as laparoscopic opera-
tive techniques and ultrasound 
procedures in community-based 
ob-gyn practice. 

Richard C. Petersen, m.d. ’48, 
died on February 1 at his home in 
Southbury, Conn. He was 85. In 
1955 Petersen opened a pediatric 
practice in Stratford, Conn., and 

became a leader in preventive 
pediatric care.

Samuel M. Rice, m.d. ’49, died 
on March 3 in Cranberry, Pa. He 
was 86. After graduating from 
medical school, Rice returned 
to the Pittsburgh area and 
practiced medicine out of his 
house in Cranberry from 1953 
until 2003, making house calls 
and seeing the same patients 
for decades.

Micky Ray Riggs, m.d. ’92, died on 
December 26 in Seattle. He was 
52. Riggs was remembered for his 
insights on topics ranging from 
global politics to serial killers to 
SpongeBob SquarePants.

Susan S. Spencer, m.d., professor 
of neurology and neurosurgery, 
died suddenly on May 21 in Salt 
Lake City. She was 60. Spencer 
was an internationally recog-
nized expert in epilepsy, and 
particularly in epilepsy surgery. 
She was the co-director of the 
Yale Epilepsy Program with her 
husband, Dennis D. Spencer, m.d., 
hs ’77, chair of neurosurgery. She 
came to Yale as a resident in neu-
rology in 1975, following under-
graduate and medical school 
education at the University of 
Rochester, and joined the faculty 
in 1980. She soon wrote major 
papers in epilepsy surgery and 
published more than 200 original 
manuscripts and chapters on 
the subject. Her contributions 
were recognized by the American 
Epilepsy Society Clinical Research 
Award in 2003.

send obituary notices to
Claire M. Bessinger, Yale Medicine,
300 George Street, Suite 773, 
New Haven, CT 06511, or via e-mail 
to claire.bessinger@yale.edu
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Glass blower Daryl Smith produces made-to- 
order glass implements and instruments for 
Yale scientists. “I like working with my hands, 
but I like the science part of it, too,” he said.
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A touch of gl ass
At this most modern of universities, with its particle accelerators, 
radiochemistry facility, and stem cell center, a lone craftsman in a 
small workshop helps unravel today’s scientific mysteries using tech-
niques developed centuries ago.

Daryl Smith is Yale’s scientific glass blower. At the Yale Glass 
Shop in the Sterling Chemistry Laboratory, Smith helps scientists and 
researchers design the equipment they need for their experiments. 
“Anything they see in a catalog I can make and customize to fit their 
specific needs,” said Smith, who came to Yale in 2005 after working 
for private glass companies. He completed his undergraduate degree 
in aquaculture from Texas A&M University in College Station and 
studied scientific glass technology at Salem Community College in 
Carneys Point, N.J. “I like working with my hands,” he said, “but I like 
the science part of it, too.”

Smith also teaches a semesterlong course titled “Introduction 
to Scientific Glass Blowing,” which focuses on the dexterity needed 
to be a glass blower as well as the tools and materials. Last spring, his 
six students watched a brief demonstration by Smith before begin-
ning their final project, a Hero’s engine—a device invented by Hero of 
Alexandria around A.D. 10 that propels itself by shooting steam from 
one or more orifices.

Many research universities outsource their glasswork to pri-
vate companies, but Smith can meet face to face with researchers 
to develop customized products, and he can create or repair a device 
the same day if necessary. But perhaps most important, Smith’s loy-
alty is to Yale, so when he and a researcher develop a new design, he 
treats it as proprietary information; he won’t share it as an outside 
contractor might. 

When Smith isn’t creating or repairing scientific equipment at 
Yale, he enjoys the artistic side of glass blowing, creating glass orna-
ments and gifts at his home studio. Not surprisingly, the Christmas 
season is his busiest time. “You’ll find me sitting in front of my bench 
torch,” he said, “instead of going to the mall.”

—Jennifer Kaylin

Online Extra
Video of Daryl Smith at work  
can be seen at yalemedicine.yale.
edu/glassblower.
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