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CURRICULUM VITAE 

Robert E. Tigelaar, M.D. 

PERSONAL:  

Born: April 19, 1942, Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Marital Status: Married, 1964, to Mary Peelen 

 Two children: Rachel Elizabeth (10/04/75) 
Katherine Anna (09/13/77) 

EDUCATION: June 1964 - B.A., Hope College, Holland, Michigan 
June 1968 - M.D., University of Michigan Medical School 

POSTGRADUATE TRAINING:   

Internship: 07/68 - 06/69 Pathology, New York University Medical 
Center, New York City 
(NIH Trainee) 

Residency: 07/69 - 06/70 Pathology, New York University Medical 
Center, New York City 
(NIH Trainee) 

 09/76 - 08/79 Dermatology, University of Washington, 
Seattle, Washington 

BOARD CERTIFICATION: 11/80 American Board of Dermatology 

FACULTY POSITIONS HELD: 09/77 - 07/78 Acting Instructor in Medicine 
(Dermatology), University of 
Washington, Seattle, Washington 

 07/78 - 08/80 Associate Professor of Medicine 
(Dermatology), University of 
Washington, Seattle, Washington 

 09/80 - 07/90 Faculty, Graduate Program in 
Immunology, University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, 
Texas 

 09/80 - 08/82 Associate Professor of Internal Medicine 
(Dermatology), University of Texas 
Health Science Center at Dallas, Dallas, 
Texas 

 09/82 - 08/89 Associate Professor of Dermatology, 
University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Dallas, Dallas, Texas 



2 

 05/84 - 07/90 Program Director, Immunodermatology 
Fellowship Training Program, University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, 
Dallas, Texas 

 09/89 - 07/90 Professor of Dermatology, University of 
Texas Southwestern Medical Center, 
Dallas, Texas 

 07/90 – 
present 

 

01/05 - present 

Professor of Dermatology and 
Immunobiology, Yale University School 
of Medicine 

Interim Chair of Dermatology, Yale 
University School of Medicine 
 

 09/92 – 04/09 

07/06 - present 

Director, Yale Skin Diseases Research 
Center 

Co-Director, Yale SPORE in Skin Cancer 

OTHER POSITIONS HELD: 07/70 - 06/74 Research Associate, Laboratory of 
Microbial Immunity, National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Disease, National 
Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Maryland 

 09/72 - 08/73 USPHS working assignment, Tumor 
Immunology Unit, Zoology Department, 
University College, London, England 

 07/74 - 08/76 Senior Investigator, LMI, NIAID, NIH, 
Bethesda, Maryland 

MILITARY SERVICE: 07/70 - 08/76 USPHS 

HONORS AND OTHER SPECIAL 
SCIENTIFIC RECOGNITION: 

University of Michigan Merit Scholarship, 1964 - 1968 
Alpha Omega Alpha 
NIH Research Career Development Award, 1980 - 1985 
Robert A. Cooke Memorial Lectureship of the American 
   Academy of Allergy and Immunology, 1993 

LICENSURE TO PRACTICE:  
 State of Connecticut 

 
1990-2006, No. 031011 
 

SOCIETIES: American Association of Immunology 
American Academy of Dermatology 
American Federation for Clinical Research 
Clinical Immunology Society 
Society for Investigative Dermatology 
European Society for Dermatologic Research 
American Dermatologic Society for Allergy and 
   Immunology 
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OFFICES HELD/ APPOINTMENTS: Western Section, Society for Investigative Dermatology, 
President, 1979 

Director, Advanced Immunology Course, Annual Meeting 
of the American Academy of Dermatology, 1984 - 1988 

Southern Section, Society for Investigative Dermatology, 
President, 1988 

Council on Research Activities, American Academy of 
Dermatology, 01/87 - 12/91 

National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and 
Skin Diseases Special Grants Review Committee, 07/87 - 
07/90; Chairman 08/89 - 07/90 

Program Committee, Society for Investigative 
Dermatology, 1993 – 1998 (Chair, 1998) 

Board of Directors, Society for Investigative Dermatology, 
1998 – 2004 

Finance Committee, Society for Investigative 
Dermatology, 2002-present (Chair, 2004-present)  

Board of Scientific Counselors for Clinical Sciences & 
Epidemiology, NCI, NIH  (8/08 – 7/13) 

EDITORIAL BOARDS: Regional Immunology, 1988-1993 

Associate Editor, Journal of Immunology, 1988 - 1990 

Associate Editor, Journal of Investigative Dermatology, 
1992-1997, 2002-present 

Section Editor, Journal of Investigative Dermatology,  
1997-2006 

RESEARCH INTERESTS: Immunobiology of murine dendritic epidermal T cells 
Immunobiology of benign and malignant cutaneous 

lymphoid infiltrates 
 

CURRENT GRANT SUPPORT: P50 CA121974  Halaban (PI),  Tigelaar (Co-PI)  
07/01/06-06/30/11 
NIH/NCI   
“Yale Specialized Program of Research Excellence 
(SPORE) in Skin Cancer” 
The Yale SPORE in Skin Cancer program is focused on 
two skin cancers, basal cell carcinoma (BCC) and 
melanoma.  The goals are to conduct epidemiologic and 
genetic studies on early onset basal cell carcinoma, 
establish novel high-throughput prognostic and diagnostic 
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tools for melanomas and introduce   novel targeted 
therapies to treat melanoma. 

 
 
 
5 P30 AR41942   Tigelaar (PI)                         
09/30/92-3/31/09 
NIH/NIAMS  
“Yale Skin Diseases Research Core Center” 
The goal of the YSDRCC is to create an environment 
capable of greatly amplifying understanding of basic 
cutaneous biology and of a broad variety of skin diseases. 

5 R01 AR049282  Tigelaar (PI)   
09/1/03-7/31/09 
NIH/NIAMS  
“Regulation of Cutaneous Inflammation by Local 
γδ Cells” 
The striking phenotype of the TCRδ­/­ mouse skin, and the 
capacity to rescue it via adoptive transfer of DETC 
progenitors offers a powerful experimental system to 
define the mechanisms by which local T cells regulate the 
effects of the systemic immune response within the local 
tissues.   This will be pursued in this program of study. 
These studies will: 1)  characterize the nature of 
inflammatory reactions that can be regulated by local TCR 
γδ cells;  2) the properties of TCR γδ cells that regulate 
inflammation; 3) the mechanisms that local γδ cells utilize 
to regulate inflammation; and  4) the background genes 
that influence that regulation. 

5 RO1 CA102703  Girardi (PI) (Tigelaar: Investigator)    
7/1/03-7/30/09     
NIH/NCI         
“T Cell Regulation of Cutaneous Malignancy” 
This five-year award examines the role of T cell subsets in regulating cutaneous 
malignancy using several models of skin cancer in mice. 
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